
HANOVER PARK PARK DISTRICT 
PARK BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS SPECIAL MEETING 

MEET US AT YOUR PARKS 
 

SHELTER AT EAST HARBOR PARK 
HANOVER PARK, IL     60133 

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 22, 2018     9:00a.m. 

 
MINUTES 

 
CALL TO ORDER 
 

The Special Meeting of Park Board Commissioners entitled Meet Us At Your Parks was called to order at 9:10 a.m. on Saturday, 
September 22, 2018 under the shelter at East Harbor Park by President Morrison. 
 

Upon the roll being called, the following answered: 

 
ROLL CALL 
 

Commissioners Present: 3 Commissioners Andrews, Duesing, and President Morrison 
 

Commissioners Absent: 2 Commissioners Elkins and Morgan 
 

Staff Present: 4 Executive Director O’Brien, Superintendent of Parks & Planning Villar, 
  CCAC Manager Kress, and Superintendent of Recreation Cox,  
 

Staff Absent: 1 Administrative Secretary Mislevy 
 

Guests Present: 3 Residents of Hanover Park Park District 

 
APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA 
 

A motion was made by Commissioner Duesing and seconded by Commissioner Andrews to approve the agenda as presented. 
 

With no further discussion and upon the roll being called, the following answered: 
 

Ayes                     3 Commissioners Andrews, Duesing, and President Morrison 
Nays:    0 None 
Abstain:    0 None 
 

Motion carried. 

 
MEET WITH COMMUNITY RESIDENTS 
 

A. Review what the Park District is currently doing to maintain their parks and facilities 
 

B. Discussion with residents regarding improvements they would like to see at District parks and facilities 
 

Executive Director O’Brien welcomed the residents in attendance and explained the initiative of the District’s pursuit of a limiting tax 
rate increase referendum, which is to modernize District parks, playgrounds, and facilities so that they remain competitive with those in 
surrounding park districts.  He then presented the group with schematics of potential improvements to parks features such as new 
playground equipment, shelters, pathways, and lighting.  One of the residents in attendance commented on how few kids she sees 
playing in the parks these days.  She wondered if new playground equipment and sports courts would make the parks more enticing to 
today’s youth.  Parks maintenance, such as mowing and pond shoreline weeding/clearing, was also discussed, since residents have 
seen a decline in the quality of upkeep over the past decade or so.  Residents then asked what specific improvements residents would 
see in East Harbor and West Harbor parks.  Executive Director O’Brien responded that new pathways and pond shoreline vegetation 
sprucing would be just a few of the major projects residents would see happening around East Harbor and West Harbor parks.  He 
went on to explain how limited Parks Department staff makes it impossible for the District to go beyond the current level of maintaining 
their parks, although the District has been able to get assistance through temporary work agencies.   
 



A resident then inquired if the public would also see improvements at Seafari Springs Aquatic Center if the referendum were to be 
successful.  Executive Director O’Brien confirmed that improvements to the current structures and features at Seafari Springs would be 
made, such as completely updating the locker rooms and maintenance machinery.  It was also discussed how the improvements made 
to all parks and facilities would take into account ADA requirements.  Executive Director O’Brien clarified how, if this initiative were to 
be successful, the first couple of years would be dedicated to updating and taking care of the District’s existing assets and building new 
structures or features would come later.  It was then inquired by a resident how quickly the public would be seeing these improvements 
being made in the community.  Executive Director O’Brien explained how, although new revenues from tax monies wouldn’t be 
received by the District until the year after a passed referendum, the District could immediately secure a bond that would allow them 
access to additional revenues immediately after the referendum were to pass.  He went on to explain the District’s five-year plan with 
residents, which lists the projects that would be completed with the additional monies from a passed referendum.  Each District park 
and facility would be positively impacted within this initial five-year period.  Commissioner Duesing added how this would give the 
District ample time to also create effective replacement plans for all the assets they were updating in order to ensure the longevity of 
their useful lives.   
 

Executive Director O’Brien then discussed with residents the financial impact the limiting tax rate increase proposal would have on 
them, which is approximately $5 per $100,000 of a taxpayer’s home’s fair market value.  He explained how the District polled residents 
on an alternative, higher rate, but that they decided to lower the rate based off feedback from the community.  It was determined that 
the new proposed limiting tax rate increase of 0.25% would be the least burden on taxpayers while still providing the District with the 
financial means to make the improvements in the community residents want to see and utilize.  Commissioner Duesing added that the 
District has fought raising taxes for so long that now they’re unable to maintain the quality of service that they want to be providing for 
residents.   
 

Residents were then asked by Commissioners how familiar they were with the District’s proposed limiting tax rate increase referendum 
and their vision for the future of the parks before attending this meeting.  Responses from residents were that they were a little familiar 
with the District’s pursuit, but that mostly residents have discussed amongst themselves the improvements that needed to be done.  
They voiced how they’d also like to see more Park District events and activities at East Harbor and West Harbor parks to engage 
residents that live farther from the Community Center.  Residents expressed their belief that improving the consistent maintenance of 
the parks would be a huge improvement and make the entire community look more welcoming.  Executive Director O’Brien then 
discussed the history of the Park District with residents, why they’re a separate government unit from the Village of Hanover Park, and 
the benefits of the District being a separate government unit from the Village. 
 

Another concern posed by residents was the trash in the parks.  They see a lot of litter in the park itself, but also don’t feel that the 
trashcans are being emptied enough.  District staff asked that if residents see people dumping personal garage in the parks 
themselves or park trashcans that they call to inform the District of this.  Although there isn’t enough Parks and Maintenance staff to do 
trash pick-up in the parks on a daily basis, they do so as consistently as they’re able to do so.  Residents suggested the District run a 
volunteer trash-pick up initiative or activity to get help keeping the parks clean and allow residents ownership of the parks as well.  
Commissioners asked about what the best way would be for the District to get the word out into the community about an activity or club 
like this, to which residents said large banners or signs, social media, and other digital marketing techniques.  Residents expressed 
how they felt this meeting showed how the District recognizes the community’s concerns and that they’re taking initiative to make 
things right and improve the quality of their parks and facilities.  Residents were then encouraged by staff and Commissioners to get 
involved with the Park District Board of Commissioners or in volunteering if they were interested in being more involved within the 
community.   
 

At this time more residents joined the Special Meeting and discussed their suggestions and concerns with District staff and 
Commissioners.  Executive Director O’Brien led discussion regarding major topics already discussed earlier in the meeting, such as the 
District’s future goals, the tax impact of the proposed limiting tax rate increase referendum, and how the District is a separate entity 
from the Village.  He clarified how the information on the District website list potential improvements that the District could make in each 
park and facility, but that the District wants to engage the community in driving the final decisions on what improvements are made first.  
Executive Director O’Brien also informed residents that a Campaign Committee has been created by residents, which they would be 
seeing flyers and mailers from, but that the District wouldn’t be doing any campaigning themselves, since it was prohibited by law.  He 
did encourage residents to reach out to the District for any educational information they may want or need regarding the future of the 
District’s parks and facilities.  President Morrison informed residents that they should know if the referendum passes by the day after 
the election, which is on November 6, 2018.  The Campaign Committee will be making an announcement, which the District will see 
about sharing on their website and social media as well.    
 
 
 
 



ADJOURNMENT  
 

A motion was made by Commissioner Duesing and seconded by Commissioner Andrews to adjourn the Board of Commissioners 
Special Meeting entitled Meet Us At Your Parks of September 22, 2018 at 10:14am. 
 

There being no further discussion the following answered: 
 

Ayes:   3 All 
Nays:   0 None 
Abstain:   0 None 
 

Motion carried. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Bob O’Brien 
Board Secretary 
BO:LAM 

 


